CJSA Central District

Minutes 2/20/08

Tom Skarbeck, Central District Vice President called the meeting to order at 7:35pm.

Attendance:  Tom Skarbeck, Robbie Rickert, Mark Kantrowitz, Mike Shimeld, Shannon Harvill, Doug Hasson, Dean Rustic, Cliff Parker, John Riley, Maggie Girard, Ed Loveland, Joan Daube (guest)

Newington Complaint

Joan Daube of Newington addressed the meeting.  Notes of her comments are attached.  In summary, Ms. Daube is looking for a review of the actions of the Newington soccer board in removing her husband as coach of a Newington soccer team.  Mr. Daube was replaced as head soccer coach of the team his son was a player on against his will and without explanation.  Mr. and Mrs. Have requested an explanation and the opportunity be heard by the Newington Soccer Board but have not had the opportunity.   There is no effective avenue of appeal.  Ms. Daube would like the District to investigate the matter.

Tom Skarbeck reported that the matter had been raised with CJSA and CJSA found that there was no problem.  Doug Hasson, Newington Representative agreed to discuss the matter with the Newington Soccer Board, respond to Ms. Daube and report to the District at the next meeting.  There was considerable discussion with the general consensus that there appears to have been a considerable lack of communication, that the Newington soccer board should provide reasons for the actions regarding Mr. Daube and a response to Mr. and Mrs. Daubes’ requests.  
District Finances
There is $35,700 currently in treasury.  All major expenses have been paid.
Player Registration

A new online registration system will be implemented by CJSA. An additional fee of $1 will be assessed for each player registration.  Each club will get a simple website at no charge to the club.  However, costs will be incurred if a club wants to do more, such as enhance the site or provide for credit card payment.  Tom suggested that district pay for any software that district clubs would be required to purchase to utilize the online system. 

Tom moved to reduce the district player by $1, to offset the increased cost of registration.  After discussion of potential future needs and concerns with seeming to stockpile money, it was decided to wait until the March meeting, at which time more information should be available.  
League

Scheduling meeting: The scheduling meeting will be held at Newington High School on April 9th.  Girls will begin at 6pm; Boys at 7:15.   

Team size: Current U11 teams will play 8v8 in the spring and 11v11 in fall as they move up to U12.  U11 will continue at 8v8, but U12 will be 11v11.  CJSA both an 8v8 and 11v11 at U11 for Connecticut Cup and State Cup.
Risk Management
Robbie Rickert reported that at the risk management seminars she has attended recently, a top issue is goal safety as a number of kids were killed by falling goals this past year.  

District Offices

Tom Skarbeck reported that George Guilliano will be moving to Florida in a couple of month and will resign as Representative to CJSA and as Assistant Registrar.  We will need to fill both positions. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.

Next meeting:  March 19th.


Notes of statement by Ms. Joan Daube
I have four children all who have played soccer, three in travel. My husband has been involved in coaching soccer at various levels, as well as hockey and other sports.  He enjoys kids and coaching.  When my son was in the in 3rd grade, my husband was tapped to be coach of the soccer team he was on. He was on the town Board of Education at the time and had to decide whether to leave the Board and coach or not.  He decided to coach team, which was his first time coaching boys.  Things went well until May or June of 2006 when my husband received an email inquiry, asking if was interested in continuing to coach the travel team.  This was out of the blue.  He asked if anyone was complaining or someone else was interested and was told that there were no complaints but someone on the recreation side wanted to coach.  My husband said no – he wanted to continue coaching.  The Newington soccer board then met without prior notice and voted to remove my husband as coach.  Neal Forte was voted in as coach.  This was on a Tuesday.  On Thursday of that week my husband received an email stating what happened.  Apparently, everyone in Newington except the team and the coach knew my husband wasn’t going to be a coach.  My husband called Mr. Forte and asked what was going on.  Mr. Forte communicated that my husband out, he would be coach and this happens all the time.  My husband asked if there were any complaints and was told that he did not raise enough money for the Newington wrap-up tournament.  Mr. Forte said he would see if there was any appeal mechanism.  

Emails started flying around.  The team decided to boycott the tournament and attempted to meet with the board but was told they were busy getting ready for the tournament.  Members of the team decided to go to the tryouts as there was an A team and a B team.  Mr. Forte resigned as coach and the Board agreed to a meeting with parents.  One hour before the meeting was scheduled we were notified that Mr. Forte had a personal emergency and the meeting would be rescheduled.  The board then met on July 27th and nominated Tom Bowen to take over as coach of the team.  Communication came from board when they were on vacation, advising of meeting.  We were told that there would be a meeting of parents and the board and then my husband and board.  My husband said no – he wanted the ex-coaches or CJSA to be there and if not – he requested that the board please send its reasons in writing before the meeting.  Parents concerned about treatment of my husband and when the meeting was scheduled, they opted to boycott it.  At this point emails were going back and forth and Mr. Hanbury indicated that my husband would be getting a certified letter.  

Why am I doing this now?  Some things are very egregious. I have to keep trying; I don’t want other families to experience what we have.  We addressed the Newington soccer board in June.  We raised 6 or 7 issues and never received a reply.  The Central District needs to understand, my family is not the only family to experience this.  Politics take over.  Children suffer.  My son had to go through treatment at the Connecticut Children’s Hospital.  No answers have been provided as the Newington soccer board knows that there would be no action.  

There needs to be a process for complaints to be brought, heard and resolved.    I am requesting an investigation of what occurred.  This is basically about power; people on board wanted their sons to play on the team.  They took over the team.  There were no complaints on file, only many letters of support.

I am making a complaint because of Mr. Forte using foul and abusive language while coaching what a recreation team was playing the Newington B travel team.  Also, my friends say Mr. Forte has a unique drill, making players stand in goal and not be able to use their hands.
My son is playing recreation soccer now.  He says that he can’t work his hardest for soccer board coaches.  I have had conversations with Rick Hanbury, who said things worked out better when he stopped coaching son.  I would like to have the district offer assistance with my son to play on a team.  He is in the 7th grade and can play at the travel level.  Playing for a Newington team is not a choice.

I have a final comment concerning indoor soccer injuries.  My son received a concussion at Oakwood two weeks ago.  His symptoms weren’t recognized.  Coaches who coach indoor soccer need to recognize signs of concussion.  I brought son to a walk in clinic and the doctor said his symptoms indicated possible brain injury.  Thankfully there weren’t.
